The potential role of the implantable defibrillator in malignant ventricular arrhythmias.
A malignant arrhythmia is one which threatens life and is difficult to predict, prevent or treat. Any arrhythmia which falls into this category is an indication for the implantable defibrillator. The simplicity of this statement is of course deceiving. Transthoracic defibrillation, which for 20 years has been the therapeutic standard, has provided us with the greatest insight and understanding of cardiac arrhythmias. In the long run, the same information will be acquired with the implanted defibrillator. However, technical, medical and economic factors are more complex and will not be resolved in the near future.